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Problems, problems, problems 
SOLVING PUZZLES and problem 
positions can sharpen a player's tac 
tical awareness and help him to spot 

. possible combinations that crop up 
in his own games. In each of the 
first four examples· the player to 
move has a winning blow or sequence 
of moves. Solutions .are upside down 
at the end of the column. 

(I) White to play. 
Korchnoi v Gheorghiu, London 

1980. Here Viktor Korchnoi, who 
challenged Karpov for the world 
championship in 1978, played I. Rc6 
and the game was eventually drawn. 

11 Can you spot what he missed and all 
the spectators saw? 

What did the Yugoslav GM Mata 
novic - and Sarapu - overlo_ok? 

(4) White to play. 
Palatnik v Geller, USSR Teams 

Championships 1980. Even grand- _· 
masters are not immune to the temp 
tation to snaffle material and here the . 
experienced 54-yea·r-old Geller has 
just grabbed the g2 pawn with his 
bishop on move 13. His opponent 
-seized the opportunity to cause one of 
the sensations of the championship. 

* * * 

Tactical skill can also be used to 
salvage a draw from a poor position, 
as in this fifth example. 

(2) Black to play. 
, . Veroci v Ioseliani, ninth mafbh game 
1 1980.,-The young star of the Rio inter 
l zonal] Nana loseliani of the Soviet 
Union; safely negotiated her recent 
quarter-final candidates match by 
winning 6-3 against Zusza Veroci of 
Hungary. In the final game she made 
a typical Sicilian sacrifice of the ex 
change on d - how did she clinch 
victory from this position? 

( 3) While to play. 
This diagram from Leonard Bar- · 

den's excellent Chess Puzzle Book 
(Faber, £ J.95) features a position in 
which even· a novice may be able to 
spot what a Grandmaster missed. 
New Zealander Ortvin Sarapu, Black 

· against Matanovic at the Sousse inter 
zonal 1967, continued l.Bg3 Qcl ch 
2. Kf2 Qe3 ch 3. Kfl Qcl ch 4. Bel 
with an eventual draw. 
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